




 

 �The following items are most likely to become MOOP: glitter (not 
allowed in BRC), feathers, rhinestones, sequins, Astroturf, styro-
foam coolers, plastic bags, paper, string, disposable drink cups, hay 
bales, straw, gravel — or anything that can blow away in the wind.

 �If you must buy single-serving drinks, choose aluminum cans over 
glass bottles. Don’t bring plastic! Aluminum cans can be recycled at 
Recycle Camp.

 �Carry a MOOP bag everywhere you go — deep playa, art pieces, 
dance floors — LNT applies to the entire playa, not just your camp.

 �If you smoke, bring a pocket ashtray like a mint tin to collect ciga-
rette butts and ashes (yes, ash is MOOP!). 

 �Kitchens, construction areas and workspaces generate the most 
MOOP. Packing a tarp to lay down in those areas can save a lot of 
clean-up time.

 

 �Rope and other tie downs are required for securing everything in 
your camp and for strapping anything on top of your vehicle for the 
trip to or from the playa.

 �A plastic milk or water jug with a handle is ideal for collecting MOOP 
around your camp (which you should do throughout the week). 

 �Showers are great on the playa, but shower water is gray water, and 
not allowed to hit the playa. Remember to bring a water contain-
ment device. Conserve shower water by reducing frequency, using 
biodegradable wipes, or taking shorter showers (or showering with 
friends! — with consent). The more water you conserve or evapo-
rate, the less gray water you will need to collect from your contain-
ment device and bring off playa.

 �Don’t want to haul gray water home? You have options! The Playa 
Living section of burningman.org has great ideas for properly 
dealing with gray water.

PLAN AHEAD TO LEAVE NO TRACE

Want more tips? Check out the Earth Guardians’ tips for keeping Burning Man clean and green.

LEAVING 
NO 

TRACE

The Black Rock Desert is a place unlike any other — a wide 
expanse of possibility set in the heart of one of the most scenic, 
culturally rich, scientifically important and yet least-known 
public lands in the country. The Black Rock Desert-High Rock 
Canyon Emigrant Trails National Conservation Area is part of 
the nation’s prized National Conservation Lands, a special desig-
nation given by the U.S. Government. We are grateful for this 
stunningly beautiful location and are equally committed to 
respecting and protecting this special place.

Black Rock City is the largest Leave No Trace (LNT) event 
in the world, and Leaving No Trace is one of our shared Prin-
ciples. There is no garbage collection service in BRC. It is up to 
each of us to remove all Matter Out of Place (MOOP).  

Our permit with BLM allows us a short period of time to 
restore the playa to its original condition. We can only satisfy 
BLM stipulations and pass inspection if ALL citizens share the 
responsibility of Leaving No Trace by MOOP sweeping our 
camps, art projects, and beloved Black Rock City.

Black Rock City has a volunteer-led environmental compliance 
and LNT Outreach Team. This group of Earth Guardians and 
Black Rock Rangers educates and helps participants address 
common environmental issues such as vehicle oil leaks and 
wastewater spills. Help us help you. If our team finds an issue, 
you’ll be given 24 hours to fix it. You may face a BLM citation 
or eviction if you don’t address oil and wastewater spills. If you 
need help, visit the Black Rock Rangers and Earth Guardians. 



prevent moop 
 �Never let it hit the ground! Don’t leave cigarette butts, ashtrays, bottles or 

cans lying around where they can blow away. 

 �Manage waste throughout the event. Sort your trash. Crush your cans. 
Separate food waste and dry it in a mesh bag in the sun.

 �If you see trash on the ground in BRC, pick it up — the dust quickly makes 
it hard to spot. MOOP attracts more MOOP. 

 �Conduct regular MOOP sweeps. Get your campmates together and line 
up everyone arms-width apart along your camp boundary and walk from 
one side of the camp to the other, picking up any MOOP you see along the 
way. Do this before you set up camp, and during and after the event. 

 �WOOD IS MOOP! Sawdust, splinters, wood debris and firewood bark 
poses a major MOOP problem. Lay down a tarp or rug under your wood 
cutting stations and firewood storage areas.

 �Account for and remove all of your tent stakes/rebar/lag bolts/spikes. Tent 
stakes have taken the new #1 position as the most left-behind MOOP! Not 
only are these difficult to find in playa dunes, but they are also dangerous to 
shins and tires. Be sure you’ve removed every stake you put into the ground!

 �If you plan to use a burn barrel, bring a shovel and metal containers to scoop 
and remove ashes. All burn barrels must be elevated at least six inches off the 
playa surface to prevent burn scars — this is part of our federal permit.

before you leave BRC
 ��MOOP sweep your camp. Walk shoulder-to-shoulder with your campmates 

and clean your campsite in a grid pattern. Pick up EVERYTHING. Use a 
magnet bar or a rake to go over your entire camp and conduct a final sweep.

 ��Join a community clean-up. As a citizen of BRC, we ask you to join your 
neighbors on Sunday and Monday after the Burn for two hours of 
community MOOPing in addition to your own camp clean-up. Pick a 
well-traveled area. The Earth Guardians at Esplanade & 5:30 can direct 
you to a cleanup project.

 �Cover and firmly secure your load! Pack carefully and make sure trash and 
other items do not blow off and litter our highways. Put lighter items below 
heavier items and evenly distribute the load.

on your way home
Leaving No Trace does not end when you hit the pavement. Do not dump 
your trash in neighboring communities! See page 19 for waste and recy-
cling locations.

ON PLAYA
check under your vehicle for oil leaks
Fluid leaks are common, especially in older vehicles and RVs. Check 
under your vehicle daily. If your vehicle is leaking, dig up the 
contaminated playa, contain it for disposal off-site, fill in the hole, 
and use a drip pan, tarp, rug, plywood, or anything that can be 
secured to the ground to catch the fluids.

wastewater
If you have a wastewater spill and the contaminated playa fits in a 
five-gallon bucket, dig it up and dispose of the bucket’s contents off 
site. If it’s too much for a bucket, call a Black Rock Ranger to contact 
our Hazmat team to help remediate the site.

burn scars
A burn scar is a discoloration of the surface soil due to fire. They can 
last for years and form bumps, which are hazardous to vehicles. It’s 
your responsibility to prevent burn scars. Never start a fire directly on 
the playa surface; BLM will issue a citation. 

burning responsibly
A fireplace, burn barrel, or BBQ may be used for small fires. All fires 
must be contained and elevated at least 6 inches off the playa surface. 
Only unpainted wood can be burned in burn barrels. The burning of 
trash or other materials is not allowed. If you want to have a burn 
barrel, or incorporate flame effects in your artwork or Mutant Vehicle, 
or if you plan to burn your artwork, you must follow our Fire Art 
Safety Guidelines posted on the Burning Man website. If you intend 
to burn your art installation, you must register with the Art Depart-
ment and the Fire Art Safety Team (FAST) prior to arriving at the 
event. Unnecessary burning of anything is discouraged. 

fuel storage safety
Protect the playa from fuel spills. Never place your fuel containers 
directly onto the playa, even temporarily! Fuel expands with heat, so 
never fill your fuel containers past 80%. All containers, regardless of 
size, must be stored within “secondary containment” basins. These 
basins must be capable of holding 110% of the volume of the largest 
single fuel container stored within it. Participants using fuel in an art 
installation or storing fuel in camp must comply with best practices: 
burningman.org/fuel-hazmat. Questions about fuel? Contact  
fuelsafety@burningman.org.

digging holes
Do not dig holes in the playa larger than six inches wide and two feet 
deep. Holes erode within a year’s time, even when carefully back filled, 
leaving a visible mark and creating a safety hazard to drivers. Use an 
auger or a post hole digger instead of a shovel. Bag the dirt so it doesn’t 
blow away. Refill the hole by tamping the soil back into place (an 
inverted sledgehammer works well). Repeat this process every few 
inches while dampening the soil.

historical artifacts
The collection, excavation, or vandalism of historical/archaeolog-
ical artifacts is prohibited on public lands, and is illegal. If you find 
something that appears to be an authentic artifact, contact a Black 
Rock Ranger.

noxious weeds
Non-native invasive plants that are (knowingly or unknowingly) 
introduced to the native ecosystem in the Black Rock Desert can 
quickly dominate the landscape and introduce pathogens. Protect 
our desert Home by cleaning your boots, camping equipment, and 
vehicle (including the tires and undercarriage) before heading to the 
Black Rock Desert.

 
As it was in 2022, the Man will be 100% powered by solar and renew-
ables in 2023 and beyond. The use of battery coupled generators will 
be expanded on BRC’s internal grid, reducing our fossil fuel needs. 
Generators powered by diesel fuel are being replaced by solar genera-
tors and increasingly utilizing renewable fuels. 

More renewably-powered infrastructure, including additional solar-
powered light towers and other solar-powered lighting, is being imple-
mented. Theme camps are joining in greening too — look out for a 
Green Corridor in the 3:00 sector for a grouping of camps setting the 
bar for renewal energy, waste systems, and more! 

In 2023, you will see even more environmentally-conscious art — 
many artists are working to power their art projects sustainably. 
More than a third of this year’s Honoraria projects demonstrate a 
significant effort beyond solar power, bringing sustainability into 
other aspects of the project — including concept, transportation, and 
materials.  

 Visit burningman.org/event/preparation/leaving-no-trace/greening-
your-burn/ and burningman.org/sustainability to learn more. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
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S urv i v i n G
i n  b l a c k  r o c k  c i t y

THE  ELEMENTS

beating the Heat (& Cold)
The Black Rock Desert is a huge, flat, prehis-
toric lakebed, composed of a hardpan alkali, 
ringed by majestic mountains. Daytime 
temperatures routinely exceed 100°F, with 
extremely low humidity. Because the air is so 
dry, you may not feel particularly warm, but 
you’ll be steadily drying up. Lip balm and 
lotion are your key to comfort. At nearly 4,000 
feet above sea level, your skin will burn much 
faster and more severely than at lower eleva-
tions. Apply sunscreen every morning and 
repeat as needed. Have shade for your camp 
and consider laying low during the hottest part 
of the day. When the sun drops over the 
horizon, temperatures can quickly plummet 50 
degrees. Overnight lows can be in the 40s, so 
bring warm clothing and a good sleeping bag.

It takes nearly everyone a day or so to adjust to 
the desert climate. Don’t be surprised if you 
spend your first day feeling queasy and cranky. 
DRINK WATER!

Consuming alcohol, caffeine or other drugs 
increases risk of dehydration. Dehydration can 
cause headaches, stomach cramps, abdominal 
pains, constipation, flu-like symptoms, and 
mood swings, and makes it difficult for the 
body to recover. If someone complains of these 
symptoms, or shows signs of either severe over-
heating or a case of chills under the midday 
sun, get them to shade immediately and seek 
prompt medical help. (See page 4 for Medical 
Station locations and info.)

whiteouts
The playa can be subject to sudden bouts of 
fierce, unpredictable weather. Dust storms 
prowl the playa and can produce instant 
whiteouts. The desert wind can whip up to 
speeds exceeding 75 mph in an instant, 

picking up everything and hurling it miles 
down the playa or smack into your neighbor 
— tents, chairs, card tables, ice chests, you 
name it. Prolonged whiteout conditions are 
unlikely, but you should be mentally and 
physically prepared for such occurrences. If 
you’re caught in a whiteout:

 � �When the wind comes, seek immediate 
shelter. Now’s the time to use that dust 
mask and goggles you brought.

 � �If you’re far from shelter, sit down, turn 
your back to the wind, cover your face, and 
wait it out.

 � �Be alert for moving vehicles.

 � �If you are driving a vehicle, stop and wait 
for the whiteout to pass. In low visibility 
you could injure yourself or others.

 � �Weight the interior corners of your tent. 
Rebar makes excellent stakes but the ends 
must be capped or bent into a candy cane 
shape to prevent foot or leg injuries.

rainstorms
Sustained rainfall is uncommon, but you 
should be mentally and physically prepared 
for it. Bring a bucket (in case the porta-potties 
are out of commission), pack for cold weather, 
bring all the food/medicine you need, bring a 
battery or solar-powered radio. BMIR (94.5 
FM) broadcasts news and announcements at 
the top of the hour.

If rain is headed our way:

 � ��WALK back to your camp and batten it 
down. Do not drive or ride your bike; playa 
mud will immediately clog wheels and gears.

 � ��Protect food, medicine, bedding, and 
clothing by moving them to a safe, dry, 
elevated place.

 � ��Stay off scaffolding, art projects, and the 
tops of vehicles and trucks. 

 � ��Cover or secure anything electrical.

 � ��Use wood blocks to elevate power connec-
tions out of standing water, and seal connec-
tions with electrical tape.

 � ��Don’t operate generators or other electrically 
powered tools that are standing in water.

 � ��Check with your campmates and neighbors 
to make sure they’re prepared.

 � ��Absolutely no driving in wet areas except for 
emergency vehicles.

water
You must bring your own water! You will 
need 1.5 gallons of water per person per day 
for drinking, washing, and cleaning. 
Always carry a full water bottle when you 
leave camp. Public pools and showers are 
not permitted. Water for private use that 
entails full body contact or consumption 
must be potable and come from Nevada 
State Health Division approved water 
sources.

lighting yourself at night
The playa is dark at night, and it’s very easy 
to run into people or things you can’t see, 
such as unlit art installations, pedestrians, 
and bikes. Imagine being the driver of a 
Mutant Vehicle trying to navigate safely 
around the playa and there you are. 
Walking or riding with no lights is  
NOT SAFE. Light yourself, your bike, 
your art, and your belongings. Glow sticks 
and bracelets don’t cut it and become 
instant trash and potential MOOP.  
Lasers are not appropriate lighting for  
your bike.



Shade structures, umbrellas, parasols; 
something to break the midday sun

A wide brim hat (a chinstrap is useful in 
the wind)

A cooking stove if you expect to heat 
food or liquid

A working bicycle (mountain bikes or 
cruisers with balloon tires are best)

A bike lock (tag your bike with name, 
playa address, email and/or phone info)

Bicycle tire repair kit, pump, spare parts 
and extra tubes

Portable shower with a drain system to 
collect and manage gray water

Lotion, lip balm and earplugs (not 
everyone will want to sleep when you do!)

Watertight protective bags (e.g. heavy 
zip-type) for cameras or electronic gear

Costumes, musical instruments, props, 
decorations, and anything that might 
make the experience more fun for you 

and your playa neighbors

A battery-powered AM/FM radio to 
listen to BMIR radio and stay informed

Camp marker (flag, banner, distinctive 
marking)

12" tent stakes (rebar and lag bolts are 
effective in high wind)

Plastic bottles or tennis balls to top and 
protect dangerous rebar stakes

Extra set of car keys (keys are easily lost!)

A reusable travel coffee mug

Emergency toilet: bring a five-gallon 
utility bucket with lid and garbage bag 
liners (doubles as a MOOP receptacle 
while MOOP walking your camp)

Your ticket or photo ID and confirma-
tion number for Will Call pickup

1.5 gallons of water per person per day

A reusable water bottle

Food & beverages

An extensive first aid kit

Sunscreen/sunblock & sunglasses

Warm clothing

Goggles to protect eyes  
during dust storms

Particle/dust mask

Rope or tie-down straps

Hand sanitizer (60% or more alcohol 
content)

Garbage and recycling bags, and tools 
to clean up your camp

Duct tape — you’ll find a need for it, 
guaranteed

Flashlights and spare batteries 
(headlamps are useful)

Lights for your bike and your person

A good camp tent or other shelter and 
warm sleeping bags and bedding

Portable ashtrays if you smoke (e.g. mint 
tin that closes securely)

Prescriptions (in their original 
containers), contact lens supplies 

(disposables work great), and anything 
else you need to maintain your health in 

a remote area with no services

Fire extinguishers

Common sense, an open mind, a sense 
of humor and a positive attitude

Please contemplate ahead of time how you’ll navigate the 
health, safety, and social aspects of your Burn. 

We continue to prioritize public health while we gather, 
which can include wearing a mask, getting tested in the 48 
hours before arriving at the event, and bringing your own 
rapid self tests. 

Please see the “Prepping for the Playa in the Age of 
COVID-19” webpage for up-to-date resources and 
protocol for participants, including what to do should one 
require assistance in Black Rock City: burningman.org/
brc-covid-prep.

We wish you a healthy and safe journey back to BRC!

PREPPING FOR A HEALTHY & SAFE EVENT

YOU  SH OULD  PRO BABLY  BR ING

YOU  MUST  BR ING

p e rs o n a l

Survival
c h e c k l i s t
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rvS

There is no recreational vehicle dumping station or servicing in 
Black Rock City, and you may not dump on the playa. BLM issues 
citations for dumping or leaking gray or black water. You are 
responsible for preventing and remediating leaks. If you see a 
truck designated “RV servicing,” you can flag it down. The only 
vendor authorized to provide cash sales of pumping services is 
United Site Services. Note: pumping services only include 
removal of gray and black water — not a potable water fill. 

logos & branding
Black Rock City is a decommodified zone where 
branding is not welcome. Advertising? Hell no. 
Launching a product? Not in Black Rock City. 
Burning Man is not a place to promote your 
business, website, or product. Got a van from 
work with logos? Cover it up. Got a rental 
truck or RV? Alter the logos. Taking pictures 
of a product on playa to promote it online? 
Not okay.

don't steal street signs
Emergency Services rely on street signs to navigate 
our city when responding to emergencies, and 
participants count on them to find their way around. All 
signs must remain in place through the Temple burn on 
Sunday night. We need your help to stop the rampant theft of 
street signs. If you see this happening, say something — this is 
your city!

commerce & concessions
The sale of products and services by participants is strictly prohib-
ited. The sale of handmade items and food is not allowed. There 
is no participant vending. Bring what you need. Tend to your 
own survival. This is not a consumer event. 

cameras in brc
As a condition of entry to BRC, participants agree not to inter-

fere with the experience of others and to ask permission 
before photographing or recording anyone. Images 

from BRC may not be used for any commercial, 
promotional, editorial, or otherwise non-

personal reasons unless the creator is registered 
as professional media and has received 
permission from Burning Man Project.

Burning Man Project limits media 
permitted at the event to protect participant 
privacy and prevent our culture from exploi-
tation. All permitted professional media are 
credentialed and their cameras tagged with a 

unique Media ID #. If someone is being disre-
spectful with a camera, record their Media # and 

bring it to Media Mecca at 10 o’clock on the inner 
ring, across from Center Camp. If they do not have a 

media tag, find a Black Rock Ranger immediately. UAVs 
or drones must be registered — you may not fly your drone in 
BRC unless it has been pre-registered. If you find a picture of 
yourself or your images from Black Rock City being used without 
your permission, contact press@burningman.org.

dogs & other animals
Dogs are not permitted. If you show up with your dog, you will not be admitted to the event. This 
restriction is for the well-being and safety of participants and their four-legged friends. Black Rock 

City is a loud, tumultuous, and scary place for any animal — do not bring them with you.

HOW TO 
Be a
Good

CitizeN
OF 

black rock 
city



children & families
Since the first burn on Baker Beach in 1986, Burning Man has been a family 
affair. Kids are an important part of our culture in BRC and around the world. 
Parents are responsible for their children’s well-being at all times. If a child goes 
missing or you encounter a lost child, alert a Black Rock Ranger. Always be 
respectful and aware of the presence of children in BRC. “Kidsville” is a large 
camp for families located at 5:00 between E & F. If you are interested in camping 
with Kidsville, learn more at kidsville.org. If you are not a family-friendly camp, 
please locate yourself far away from it. For more info, contact kids@burningman.
org and check out our Survival Guide specifically for families on our website.

protect your belongings
Secure your valuables, especially on Burn Night. Consider locking valuables in 
your car. Take pictures of your valuables, record serial numbers, and report them 
missing immediately; police can’t easily investigate otherwise. (Tip: Make two 
spare door keys — hide one and carry one.) Introduce yourself to neighbors and 
local Black Rock Rangers. Work together to keep your neighborhood secure.

personal boundaries
Black Rock City can be an erotically charged environment. You can help prevent 
sexual harassment and assault while ensuring that sex-positive free expression thrives. 
Know and express your boundaries. Ask about and respect the boundaries of others. 
Look out for each other, including anyone you encounter who might be in distress. If 
you see behavior that concerns you, contact a Black Rock Ranger.

your well-being
BRC is not immune to the potential dangers of drug and alcohol use and misuse. 
Burning Man Project and our partners in health and safety, including law enforce-
ment, believe in the importance of harm reduction. Here are some things to 
remember:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Temple
The Temple is a gift to the Black Rock City community. We are asked to accom-
modate each other when visiting, and show respectful consideration of the struc-
ture itself, the land upon which it is built, and the indigenous inhabitants who 
walked this earth for thousands of years. The Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe requests 
participants refrain from leaving cremated human remains in the Temple. (You 
are welcome to honor loved ones with tributes and memorials, or bring ashes 
temporarily into the Temple space, so long as they are removed before dawn on 
Sunday in preparation for the Burn.) Please also note the Temple will stop receiving 
visitors at sunrise on the Sunday before Labor Day to safely secure the perimeter. 
The Temple burn is scheduled for approximately 8 pm PT on Sunday.

 CONSENT
Consent is the cornerstone of a healthy 
community. Whether it’s a potential 
sexual encounter, physical touch of any 
kind (including hugs!), taking someone’s 
photo or recording them, offering a gift, 
or anything requiring permission that will 
radically alter the experience of another 
person, you are responsible for getting 
verbal consent before engaging. It is 
neither ethical nor acceptable to proceed 
without that person’s awareness and clear 
consent. Period. An impaired person 
cannot give consent. Children (anyone 
under 18) cannot give sexual consent. 
Silence is not consent. Black Rock  
City citizens are encouraged to under-
stand and help others understand the 
importance of consent. For more info, 

visit bureauoferoticdiscourse.org.

 

RAD I CAL  
I N CLUS I O N ,  

D I VERS I T Y  &  
EQU I T Y

Working towards the goal of a 
more diverse citizenry in  

BRC, this year we’re continuing 
to support a Multicultural 

People of Color  
Neighborhood around the  

6:30 avenue, expanding  
“queerborhoods” in the 4:30  

and 7:30 sectors, supporting art 
pieces from artists of color, and 

encouraging more events on 
topics related to diversity and 
Radical Inclusion. Onward, 

towards a more Radically Inclusive 
and equitable Black Rock City!

 � �Always be hydrating. Bring your 
own water wherever you go and be 
sure to get enough electrolytes.

 � �Get enough sleep.

 � �Eat healthy, nourishing food.

 � �If you don’t know what’s in some-
thing, it’s best not to drink or eat it. 

 � �There have been incidents of inten-
tional dosing with intent to assault 
— also known as giving someone 
"roofies." Participants should be 
aware of this and exercise appro-
priate caution. 

 � �If you feel like you’ve been dosed, 
seek help immediately.

 
 

 ��If you see someone who appears to be 
overly intoxicated, ask them if they 
need help. Particularly if they are 
being led away by someone who 
doesn't appear intoxicated, check in. 

 ��If you or someone around you needs 
help, seek out a Black Rock Ranger, 
medical personnel, or law enforce-
ment officer. They are there to ensure 
your safety and will assist you.

 �Volunteers from the Zendo Project 
and the Green Dot team of Black 
Rock Rangers are trained to help 
people who are going through chal-
lenging emotional processes. Both 
groups offer safe spaces in BRC. Seek 
them out.
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While there are an infinite number of things you can do in Black Rock City, there 
are some things you need permission or a permit to do, and there are a few things 

you can’t do because they could threaten the future of our event. As a good 
citizen of BRC, we look to you to support the larger community. Please be aware 

of and help keep BRC alive for years to come.

YouR
RolE
 IN THE

SuRVIVAl

Decommodification & Social Media 
As a citizen of Black Rock City, you help create a decommodified zone for 
one week a year. The playa is free from advertising and transactional rela-
tionships, and not beholden to corporate influence. It’s one of the most 
important ways the Burning Man experience is different from other events, 
and that the event is different from the other 51 weeks of the year. We all 
play a part in keeping our city unique.

This continues when we’re off the playa too! Recently we’ve seen an increase 
in people posting photos from BRC on Instagram, tagging the brands 
they’re wearing or promoting products they brought with them. A lot of 
people use art pieces as scenery for their photo shoots. The playa and its art 
are not a backdrop for your business! The names “Burning Man,” “Black 
Rock City,” and any imagery from the event may not be used to promote a 
product, service, or brand.

Using Burning Man for marketing purposes is a violation of Burning Man’s 
Principles, our Ticket Terms and Conditions (to which everyone agrees 
when they go to Black Rock City), and federal regulations. 

Please help us by acculturating your campmates about Decommodification. 
If you encounter examples of commodification on playa, you’re encouraged 
to have a conversation with the person and/or notify a Black Rock Ranger or 
come by Media Mecca in Center Camp. If you see examples off playa (on 
social media, etc.), please report them to ip@burningman.org.

 
 
 
 
serving food
Gifting food or certain drinks (including 
juice or dairy) to the public, or running 
a kitchen serving 125 persons or more 
(whether public or private) requires a 
permit from the Nevada State Health 
Division. You don’t need a permit for 
bar ice, but your ice must come from a 
source approved by the Health Division, 
such as local stores or Arctica. The 
Nevada State Health Division protects 
the health of our citizens and prevents 
food-borne epidemics. Please cooperate 
with their lawful inspections of all 
public food preparation at our event. 
Visit dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/Burning_Man/
Food-Guidance/Food_Guidance_
Document/. 

OF 
BLACK RoCK CITY



 
 
 
noise control & 
sound policy
Sound travels easily on the 
playa, and not everyone wants to 
sleep when you do. Bring ear 
plugs! Audio systems must be 
held to a maximum power amplification 
of 300 watts, generating 90 decibels at 20 
feet. Speakers must be elevated off the 
playa surface and  backed by a truck, RV, 
or anything large and solid enough to 
prevent the sound from traveling back-
ward. If a problem with sound levels 
continues after sufficient requests and 
warnings, the source of power for such 
device or system will be disabled. The 
hum of generators becomes annoying 
over a long period of time. Please keep 
your neighbors in mind. We recommend 
generators that are sound insulated and/
or enclosed in a wooden box. Do not dig 
a trench to sound-insulate your generator. 
More information about generators can 
be found on burningman.org. More 
information about the Sound Policy can 
be found at burningman.org/event/prep-
aration/black-rock-city-guide/sound-
systems.

hot springs
Our Bureau of Land Management 
permit prohibits participants from using 
any of the local hot springs during  
the event. Some are lethally hot! A 
collaborative team of Earth Guardians 
and BLM patrol and protect these 
fragile resources. For more information 
email earthguardians@burningman.org.

respect our neighbors

With more than 75,000 people traveling through 
these normally quiet rural towns, we have a signifi-
cant impact on the communities surrounding the 
Black Rock Desert. Drive slowly. Be courteous and 
patient, dress appropriately, and be respectful. We 
are guests here. Be polite and friendly to all local 
residents. Wear clothes. Follow posted speed limits 
and remember to Leave No Trace.

pyramid lake paiute tribe
Traveling from the West, South, or East to Black 
Rock City on Hwy 447, you will drive through the 
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe reservation. Please be 
respectful and supportive of the Pyramid Lake 
community. Speed limits are strictly enforced. Be 
courteous to Tribe members. The lake and land are 
considered sacred, and the lake is home to two types 
of endangered fish. Artifact hunting and graffiti are 
prohibited. 

The I-80 Smokeshop in Wadsworth and the Nixon 
Store in Nixon are open for extended hours during 
peak travel times, and will be fully stocked with gas 
and other supplies for travelers to and from BRC. 
There are also RV parks, a restaurant, auto/tow 
service, and a car wash in Wadsworth and Nixon.

Along the road, Tribal members also offer services 
such as car washes, tacos, food drives, and trash 
collection. Note: all vendors are required to 
register with the Tribal government. To learn 
more about the Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, 
including permit information and locations, visit 
plpt.nsn.us and the Local Towns section of the 
Burning Man website.

gerlach & empire
The citizens of Gerlach and Empire welcome us. 
Please be considerate of them in return. Drive slowly. 
Don’t block driveways or streets. There are two gas 
stations, a market, water store, restaurant, and several 
street vendors. If you pull over to patronize these 
businesses, please avoid causing traffic issues. Regular 
traffic laws apply, and you may be ticketed for 
obstructing traffic or creating a nuisance. Do not 
replenish your water supply from a private local 
spigot. Water is precious in the desert, and this water 
belongs to local residents. For more info, go to the 
Local Towns section of burningman.org.
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 Disclaimer: This Survival Guide provides information about laws and  
regulations applicable to activities within the Black Rock Desert in the State of 

Nevada, and at the Black Rock City event. Legal information is not legal advice, and 
although we strive to ensure the accuracy and usefulness of the information here, you 

should consult with a lawyer if you want legal advice about a particular situation.

LAW 
ENFORCEMENT

THIS COULD BE THE 
MOST IMPORTANT READING YOU DO 

BEFORE ARRIVING IN BLACK ROCK CITY

The Pershing County Sheriff and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) are on site to enforce all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws. The roads leading into and out of the event are patrolled by 
the Nevada State Police, Washoe County Sheriff’s Office, 
Pershing County Sheriff’s Office, and the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe. It is not the mission of these agencies to police your life-
style or inhibit self-expression. It is their duty to uphold the law 
— please cooperate. 

If you are a victim of crime during the event, report it 
IMMEDIATELY. Pershing County Sheriff's Office will 
respond and investigate. It is imperative you report the crime 
while on site. It’s nearly impossible to investigate a crime post-
event when camps, cars, evidence, and witnesses are gone. 
Insurance agencies require a law enforcement report to file 
claims of theft.

 ��The use and possession of illegal drugs and drug parapher-
nalia are violations of the law. Depending on the violation, 
you may receive a citation or be arrested and/or evicted from 
the event. The possession of large quantities or a variety of 
drugs may be interpreted as evidence of intent to distribute or 
trafficking, a serious felony offense. Giving illegal substances 
to someone else could also be considered drug trafficking.

 � �Prescription drugs must be transported with the prescription 
and kept in the bottle you received from the pharmacist at  
all times.

 � �Driving with an open container or under the influence of 
alcohol (DUI) is illegal. Nevada’s blood alcohol limit (BAC) 
is .08 for drivers 21 years of age and older, and 0.02 for 
drivers under 21.

 � �Knowingly serving alcohol to minors is illegal. If your 
camp has a bar where alcoholic drinks are served, the person 
serving alcohol should check that any person being served is 
at least 21. It is a state and local offense for anyone under 21 
to consume alcoholic beverages or to try to pass themselves 
off as being of age. It is a violation of Pershing County law 
for minors to even possess alcoholic beverages.

 � �Any act of assault or theft is a violation of the law, and 
may be cited or arrested as a felony offense.

 � �Possession or discharge of firearms or weapons  
is prohibited.

 � �Dumping, leaking or spilling gray water, black water, 
oil, or fuel is illegal.

 � �Flying unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), known as 
drones, is forbidden in Black Rock City without prior 
registration and permission. If you’re not sure if you have 
permission to fly your drone, then you don’t!

 � �Human waste (urination and defecation) on the playa is a 
violation of federal regulations. You may be issued a ticket 
that will cost you hundreds of dollars. And absolutely do not 
use artwork as a toilet.



why did i get pulled over?
 ��Exceeding posted speed limits on the 

playa may result in a traffic stop and 
could escalate to a vehicle search, and 
a moving violation of $250 or more.

 ��BLM regulations require all motor-
ized vehicles driven at night, except 
for Mutant Vehicles and authorized 
golf carts, to have two working head-
lights, two working tail lights, and 
two working brake lights. Motor 
vehicles must display an unobstructed 
rear license plate.

 �All vehicles must have a current regis-
tration sticker and insurance. All 
drivers must have their driver’s license 
on them when operating any vehicle.

 ���You may only enter and exit the event 
site through the Gate. You may not 
enter or drive around the closed zone 
surrounding the event site except to 
approach the main Gate.

 ���Do not attempt to break through our 
city boundaries or avoid traffic at the 
conclusion of the event by driving 
around looking for an alternative 
route.

 ���Hiking in the closure order area is 
highly discouraged. Those on foot in 
this area should be prepared to show a 
ticket stub or risk citation by law 
enforcement.

 ���Visiting the hot springs during the 
event is not allowed.

 ���A copy of the closure order is made 
available at the BLM Mobile Command 
station at 5:30 and Esplanade.

black rock rangers
Black Rock Rangers patrol the city, but they are not law enforcement personnel. 
They are members of the Burning Man community, just like you. Black 
Rock Rangers are participants, volunteering to help other participants. You 
can identify them by their hats and khaki-colored attire, featuring the 
familiar Burning Man logo in brown on their backs and chests. You can 
request their assistance at any time for disputes, emergencies, or questions. They 
are available 24/7 throughout Black Rock City, at Ranger Headquarters at 5:45 
and Esplanade, and at the Ranger Outposts at the 3:00+C & 9:00+C plazas.

Outside of Black Rock City, we often only have law enforcement to call when we 
have a safety concern or need to settle things such as a noise complaint or another 
issue with our neighbors. In BRC, we have veteran members of our community 
who can help mediate disagreements, find lost kids, address safety concerns, 
direct participants to resources and information, and even just help put a fresh set 
of eyes and ears on sticky problems. The Rangers’ ideal outcome is to help people 
solve their own problems with a gentle nudge in the right direction, and then fade 
into the dust when they’re not needed. Rangers can radio for law enforcement, 
medical and mental health staff, firefighting resources, and environmental clean-
up teams if necessary.

help from law enforcement
If you need law enforcement assistance for any reason, please wave down a patrol 
unit, find a Black Rock Ranger who will help you contact law enforcement, or 
visit the law enforcement substation located at Esplanade and 5:15. The station is 
open 24/7 during the event and is staffed by BLM and the Pershing County 
Sheriff’s Office.

law enforcement feedback
If you have any feedback (negative or positive) regarding your experience with law 
enforcement, please fill out one of our Law Enforcement Feedback Forms at Playa 
Info, Black Rock Ranger HQ at 5:45 and Esplanade or online (burningman.org/
event/black-rock-city-guide/law-enforcement) while the details are still fresh in 
your mind. Your feedback helps improve how we work with the agencies to ensure 
the safety of our event. It’s important that you fill out the form completely and 
truthfully. Include the officer’s name, agency, vehicle license number, vehicle 
number (painted on the side of all law enforcement vehicles), badge number, time 
of day, details of the event, and the names of any witnesses. Avoid repeating stories 
you did not witness yourself and making accusations that can’t be substantiated. 
We review feedback forms turned in during the event and discuss them with law 
enforcement agencies daily (without disclosing participants’ names). The timely 
return of these forms enables us to act on them before the event is over.

The possession or use of marijuana is a federal infrac-
tion in the Black Rock-High Rock National Conserva-
tion Area where the Burning Man event takes place. 
Having a medical marijuana card is NOT a defense.

Adults aged 21 and over are permitted under Nevada 
law to possess and transport up to one ounce of mari-
juana (and up to ⅛ ounce of concentrated marijuana) 
and marijuana paraphernalia within the state, but not 
on federal land — where the Black Rock City event 
takes place. The use of marijuana in public places other 

than licensed cannabis consumption lounges is still 
prohibited, as is possession or transportation of more 
than an ounce (which could be evidence of trafficking 
under state law). Other restrictions also apply.

See Nevada Revised Statutes Chapters 678A for the 
full text of Nevada’s laws regulating medical and 
recreational marijuana. Remember that marijuana 
remains illegal under federal law, and BLM  
may cite anyone in Black Rock City for possession of 
any amount.

The federal government  
does not recognize state laws decriminalizing 

marijuana for medical or recreational purposes. 
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Getting to & From Black Rock City
Traffic is one of the biggest challenges our community faces. 
In addition to longer wait times to and from BRC, traffic 
places added stress on the surrounding rural area. Here is how 
we can work together to make a difference:

 ��Carpool! Fewer vehicles on the road will reduce wait times.

 ��Take the Burner Express: burnerexpress.burningman.org.

 ��Arrive and depart at non-peak times to spread out vehicle 
traffic. Peak arrival and Exodus days are usually Sunday and 
Monday.

 ��Get traffic updates during your drive to or departure from 
BRC by listening to BMIR 94.5 FM (also streaming on 
iHeartRadio), following @BManTraffic on Twitter, and/or 
by listening  to public service announcements during 
arrival and Exodus on GARS (Gate Advisory Radio 
Station) at 95.1 FM.

 ��Inbound traffic on Saturday and Sunday causes major 
impacts to the surrounding communities. Please do not park 
on the sides of Highway 447 or CR 34, as this affects the 
ability of BRC participants, emergency service vehicles, and 
local communities to travel safely.

Load Your Vehicle Safely!
Loading all vehicles properly will make your trip safer and less 
stressful. Apply these simple precautions to ensure safety:

 ��Heavy items should be located low, centered, and over or 
between the axles. For trailers, load the heaviest items toward 
the front. 

 ��Secure your load with straps or rope, and batten it down with 
a tarp or net whenever possible to secure small items.

 ��Make sure the brakes and lights work on your vehicle and 
any trailer you’re towing.

 ���Always use safety chains, installed between your trailer and 
the tow vehicle. Ensure they do not drag on the road, which 
can spark fires.

 ��Do not overload the roof or roof rack on your vehicle. Items 
may fall off. A large number of trash bags are found along the 
roadside due to poorly secured loads, and must be cleaned up 
after the event by BRC’s Highway Restoration crew.

There Are limited Services in the 76 
miles between Wadsworth & Empire.

 This means no reliable access to gas and no water. Plan 
accordingly. Be wary of picking up hitchhikers — they 
may not have a ticket! Insist on seeing proof of a ticket  

before giving anyone a ride.

TRANSPORTATION 
& TRAFFIC

travel tips & reminders
Many motorists travel on Inter-
state 80 until they reach the 
Wadsworth exit. I-80 is designed 
to accommodate several thousand 
vehicles per hour, but Highway 
447 is a two-lane road with 
narrow dirt shoulders that drop 
off steeply in places, no rest 
areas and very few pull outs. 
Highway 447 has many blind 
curves, grades, and soft sand 
roadway shoulders. Pay attention 
and obey all traffic laws. Please 
respect the Pyramid Lake Paiute 
Tribe while driving through their land. Remember you are an 
ambassador of Burning Man, and your actions reflect on the 
entire community.

 ��Highway 447 is an open range area: be prepared to share the 
road with livestock and wildlife. Cattle roam freely, and if 
you hit one, you can be held responsible for damages and loss 
of the animal (cows can cost more than $2,000!). 

 ��Avoid pulling over near curves and grades, which is extremely 
dangerous for you and other motorists when attempting to 
re-enter the roadway. 

 ��If you need to pull over, look for a wide open area that doesn’t 
have steep shoulders bordering the highway. This will reduce 
the potential for getting stuck in the soft sand shoulder (this 
happens a lot!).

 ��Most vehicle accidents with injuries occur on Highway 447 
and County Road 34 on the final approach to BRC. Stay 
alert in this section. 



Leave Nevada Beautiful is our network of Burner-friendly 
authorized trash, recycling, and RV gray/black water servicing 
facilities where you can legally dispose of your waste on your 
way home after the Black Rock City event. 

Beware: While you may encounter other “private enterprises” 
along the highways willing to take your trash for money, we 
cannot vouch for their standards of operation. Sometimes these 
private enterprises do a great job and provide a community 
service, but some operators have left all of their trash behind at 
their site after taking your money. No trash should ever be on 
the ground, it should all be going directly into a dumpster.

TRASH, RECYCLING, and RV DUMP LOCATIONS
Use this QR code to find up-to-date trash, recycling, and RV 
dump (gray water and black water) locations on your way home 
from Black Rock City. You can also check the webpage at 
survival.burningman.org/leave-no-trace/leave-nevada-beau-
tiful/ to get the most up-to-date information. 

The complete list of trash, recycling, and RV dump locations 
can also be found on the back of the WhatWhereWhen guide, 
which you’ll receive when you enter Black Rock City. Be sure to 
dispose of your waste and recycling appropriately! 

Note: Operating hours, prices, and services may be subject to 
change by the vendor.

TRASH,  RECYCLING 
& WASTEWATER� ��Passing a line of cars is incredibly 

dangerous — do not do it.

 ���Do not park alongside County Road 
34. Law enforcement will ticket any 
vehicles that are parked by the  
roadside.

 ��Yield to emergency vehicles and 
respect Tribal and all emergency 
vehicles and personnel.

 ���Do not draft emergency vehicles. It 
is unsafe and potentially illegal. 

 ��Do not throw cigarette butts — or 
anything — out the window!

 ��Gate Road is your only access to 
Black Rock City. There are no other 
routes.

 ��The edges of the playa are saturated 
with water. If you attempt to drive 
there, you risk getting stuck. Mired 
vehicles have remained stranded for 
days or weeks.

Vehicle Maintenance
Prepare your vehicle for this trip! In 
the Nevada desert in August, temper-
atures can reach greater than 100°F 
during the day. Vehicles are loaded 
with extra weight. Nevada Highway 
Patrol reports that bald tires are a 
significant factor in accidents and 
breakdowns — check your vehicle’s 
tires and air pressure after loading 
your vehicle. Have your local 
mechanic inspect your radiator, tires 
(including your spare), belts, brakes, 
hoses, lights and fluids.

LEAVE NEVADA  
BEAUTIFUL

Pack your load securely and separate trash from recycling. (See 
Travel Tips on page 18). If you have to carry garbage on top of 
your vehicle, make sure it is double-bagged and strapped down 
securely. DO NOT discard refuse along the highway, in neigh-
boring towns or rest areas, or behind private businesses. This 
reflects very poorly on our community and threatens our future. 
Dispose ONLY at authorized collection areas — several locations 
are nearby (see below). The Nevada Highway Patrol may issue 
tickets to anyone leaving trash on the ground. There can be a 
$1,000 fine for littering.
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While the event ends at 6 pm 
Monday, September 4, Exodus 
continues until noon Tuesday. 
Sunday and Monday are when 
most people leave, so if your 
schedule allows, use the extra 
time to rest for the drive, 
secure your vehicle loads, and 
MOOP your campsite.

Exodus wait times have 
peaked at about six to nine 
hours to get from camp to 
County Road 34. Plan for 
another three hours or more 
to get to Reno. Accidents or 
other traffic issues can make 
the trip even longer, so it’s 
important to plan accord-
ingly. Make sure you have 
water, snacks, and the things 
you need to take care of your-
self accessible in your vehicle 
until you get to Reno.

Above all, keep that playa 
vibe with you! No sense 
getting road rage, cutting in 
front of fellow participants or 
trying to dangerously pass 
cars on the highway in order 
to save a few minutes. Take 
your time, have fun, and 
remember: Leaving No Trace 
and the Burning Man spirit 
do not stop once you leave 
Black Rock City.

pulsing: exodus 
peak times
Pulsing is used to move vehi-
cles at regular intervals 
toward the highway on Gate 
Road. Vehicles stop and turn 
off their engines, then, every 
hour, vehicles are pulsed a 
mile forward all at once. 

Pulsing does not get you out 
of the city more quickly, but 
it gives you a break from 
driving and is more environ-
mentally friendly. 

We may implement Pulsing at 
any time from 12:01 am 
Sunday morning until 11:59 
pm Monday, or until it’s no 
longer needed. Make the most 
out of your Exodus experi-
ence! Pack water, snacks, 
instruments and anything else 
to make the wait more fun. 
Have a one-hour dance party, 
help your fellow Burners prop-
erly secure their loads, and 
meet your neighbors in line.

Potties are available on the 
sides of Gate Road. Listen to 
GARS 95.1 FM and BMIR 
94.5 FM for Exodus and 
pulsing info.

➻from the southeast
From Fallon, take Hwy 50 west 31 miles to 
Fernley. Drive through Fernley to Hwy 427. 
Stay on 427 for 5 miles to Wadsworth. Turn 
right onto Hwy 447. It’s 75 miles to Gerlach.

➻from the west & southwest
Route 1: From Reno take I-80 east 28 miles. 
Take the Wadsworth/Pyramid Lake Exit #43 to 
Hwy 447. Turn left—you can get gas here. Go 
north 1 mile to Wadsworth and turn left on 
Hwy 447. It's 75 miles to Gerlach.

Route 2: From Reno take I-80 east 4 miles. Take 
Exit #18 to Pyramid Way/Hwy 445. Turn left 
and travel north 31 miles. At Pyramid Lake, 
turn right on Hwy 446, and go east 12 miles to 
Nixon—you can get gas here. Turn left on Hwy 
447, traveling north. It’s 59 miles to Gerlach.

➻from the east
From Winnemucca, take I-80 for 130 miles to 
Fernley. Take Exit #46. You can get gas and 
supplies here. Turn right onto Hwy 427. Travel 
5 miles to Wadsworth. Turn right onto Hwy 
447. It’s 75 miles to Gerlach. The other route 
from Winnemucca—Jungo Road—is a very 
treacherous dirt road, with easy-to-miss turns, 
and it is likely to cause a flat tire or worse.

➻from the north
From US 395, go 25 miles east on Hwy 299 to 
downtown Cedarville. This is the last opportu-
nity to fill up on gas, supplies, and services until 
Gerlach. From downtown, go south onto 
County Rd 1/Hwy 447 for 84 miles to Gerlach. 
Before entering Gerlach, turn left on County 
Road 34 and it’s 8 miles to the Black Rock City 
entrance.
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➻ 
gerlach to 

black rock city

From Gerlach, go west on Hwy 447 for 
one mile to the fork. Take the right-hand 
fork, County Road 34, and continue 8 
miles to the Black Rock City entrance. 
Note the 3-mile turn-off is NOT an 
entrance to Black Rock City. The 12-mile 
turn-off, just beyond ours, will also not 
take you to Black Rock City. Both will be 
patrolled by BLM Rangers.

MAP & DIRECTIONS 
t o  b l a c k  r o c k  c i t y

exodus questions
For a full list of frequently asked questions 
about Exodus, go here: burningman.org/
event/preparation/getting-there-and-back/
exodus.


